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~ EDUCATION LEADERS SEEK LEGISLATORS' SUPPORT
CHARLESTON, IL.--Five Coles County education leaders released
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today a unified appeal to area legislators "to bring state funding for
students in kindergarten through college back to the levels of last
year."
The presidents of Eastern Illinois University and Lake Land
College and the three Coles school district superintendents sought in a
joint letter support for an override of Governor Thompson's amendatory
vetoes of education appropriation bills or a supplemental appropriation
for education in the current budget year.
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Legislators' Support
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The joint letter was signed by Dr. Stan Rives, president, EIU;
Dr. David Schultz, president, Lake Land; Dr. William Hill,
superintendent, Charleston; Dr. Walter Warfield, superintendent,
Mattoon; and Ezra Smithson, superintendent, Oakland.
It was sent to Senator Harry (Babe) Woodyard, Chrisman, and
Representative Michael L. Weaver, Charleston.
The five education executive officers pointed out the decreased
funding for education will also affect potential economic growth of
Coles County.
"We are constantly told by economic developers that they must
show proof that opportunities for quality education exist in areas
being considered for location of offices and plants," the five said.
Cutbacks in public education mean decreased economic growth for the
county, they told the legislators.
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